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The Business of OBA
Accreditation, Licensing and Guidelines, Insurance billing

Meghan C Valach MD
Chief Medical Officer
Mobile Anesthesiologists
Chicago, IL
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Financial Disclosures

Chief Medical Officer for Ambulatory Management Solutions / Mobile 
Anesthesiologists 
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Accrediting Bodies
Table Modified from APSF Newsletter
Volume 15, No. 1 Spring 2000
“3 Different Organizations Can 
Accredit OBA Sites”

April 2021

C o m p ariso n  o f A A A SF, A A A H C  an d  JC A H O  T h e  m ajo r varian ce s in  th e  sp e c ificatio n s o f th e  accre d itin g  o rg an izatio n s 
are : (Y  m e an s th e  issu e  is  ad d re sse d  in  th e  stan d ard s)

Issu e A A A A SF A A A H C JC A H O

State  L ice n su re Y Y

D istin ct E n tity Y Y

R e vie w  o f P atie n t Satisfactio n Y Y

C o st o f C are  R e v ie w s Y Y

R e p o rt C ard in g Y Y

P ro fe ssio n a l co n tin u in g  e d u catio n Y Y

Im m e d iate  p re -p ro ce d u re  asse ssm e n t b y  M D Y Y

P re -d isch arg e  e va lu atio n  b y  p h ysic ian vag u e * Y Y

Se p arate  re co ve ry  sp ace Y Y n o t sp e c ifie d

R e ap p ra isa l o f m e d ica l sta ff^ an n u al b ian n u al B ian n u al

D o cu m e n tatio n w e ak stro n g ve ry  stro n g

P h ysica l P lan t w e ak ve ry  stro n g ve ry  stro n g

A sse ssm e n t o f P atie n ts w e ak stro n g ve ry  stro n g +

C o n tin u ity  o f C are w e ak stro n g stro n g

Safe ty g o o d stro n g stro n g

M e d ica l R e co rd s fa ir g o o d g o o d

C o n fid e n tia lity w e ak stro n g stro n g

P e e r R e v ie w fa ir g o o d g o o d

Q u ality  Im p ro ve m e n t w e ak stro n g ve ry  stro n g

R isk  M an ag e m e n t stro n g stro n g

C o m p lian ce  w ith  S tan d ard s 1 0 0 % M ay b e  <  1 0 0 % M ay b e  <  1 0 0 %

T e rm 3  ye ars varie s varie s

3

Accreditation Pros and Cons

• Pros
• Demonstrates your adherence to quality standards to clients and 

patients
• Education materials
• Structure for quality measures
• National Society Guidelines
• Meets state, licensing, payor or liability requirements (if they exist)

• Cons
• Cost
• Time
• Stress

April 2021
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Licensing & Guidelines

• Licensing
• Varies drastically state by state
• Varies by type of anesthetic
• Varies by who performs procedure

• Guidelines
• American Society for Anesthesiologists (ASA),  Society for Ambulatory Anesthesia (SAMBA) 

and American College of Surgeons (ACS) among others offer resources
• Equipment
• Supplies 
• Staffing
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Insurance Billing

• Before you Bill
• Sign a contract
• Get credentialed
• Link to group contract

• Billing Process
• Insource vs Outsource
• Demographics 
• Anesthetic record
• Surgical Coding
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Revenue Cycle

• Patient Eligibility
• Billing
• Payment and Denial Posting
• Insurance Follow-up
• Patient Billing
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